HAILSHAM  RURAL 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1969 


L.  A.  COLLINS,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.M.,  D.P.H 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


>\y> 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
TO  THE 

HAILSHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

1969 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District  Councils, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1969. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  vital  statistics  embodied  in  this 
report,  it  is  clear  that  the  health  of  this  district  compares 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country 0 

Despite  the  extensive  programme  of  sewerage  schemes  there 
is  a very  lengthy  time  between  the  conception  of  a scheme  and  its 
final  completion,  Much  of  the  cause  of  the  delay  seems  to  be  due 
to  the  time  taken  before  receiving  the  necessary  loan  consent, 

I am  grateful  for  the  hard  work  of  all  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department,  which  has  been  ably  led  by  Mr ,L,E, Scott, 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Special  mention  must  also  be 
made  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  Miss  J0L0  Bradley,  who  has  successfully 
carried  out  all  her  various  duties. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  all  those  members  of  the  Council  who 
have  taken  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


L,A,  COLLINS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


oooooooooe 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  were  only  40  notifications  of  infectious  dieseases  during 
I969  compared  with  l6l  in  19680  which  was  also  a low  year  as  there 
had  been  a total  of  742  notifications  in  the  year  1967o 

There  was  only  one  case  admitted  to  an  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital  - a sporadic  case  of  Salmonella  infection „ 

Measles 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  notifications  of  measles  during 
the  last  ten  years; 


i960 

000 

67 

notifications 

1961 

000 

361  * 

it 

1962 

000 

53 

it 

1963 

000 

556  * 

it 

1964 

000 

28 

n 

1965 

0 0 © 

64o  * 

n 

1966 

• 0 0 

133 

n 

1967 

000 

694  * 

it 

1968 

000 

161 

n 

1969 

000 

11 

11 

* epidemic  years 

From  this  it  is  clear  that  epidemics  of  measles  conform  to  a 
biennial  pattern  and  therefore  1969  should  have  been  an  epidemic  year„ 
whereas  there  were  only  11  cases „ It  is  considered  that  some  part  of 
this  large  reduction  in  numbers  must  be  attributed  to  the  measles 
vaccination  campaign  started  in  May  1968, 

Whooping  Cough 

This  is  the  first  year  on  record  in  which  there  have  been  no 
notifications  of  whooping  cough  throughout  the  yearG  Thus  it  seems 
that  immunisation  has  been  successful  in  virtually  ousting  a trouble- 
some  disease  of  childhood. 

Scarlet  Fever 


There  were  11  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  which  is  the  same 
number  as  in  1968,  As  is  usual  in  recent  years  all  cases  were  very 
mild. 

Diphtheria 

During  the  last  fourteen  years  there  has  been  no  case  of 
diphtheria  in  this  district. 
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Food  Poisoning 


Of  the  nine  cases  of  food  poisoning  three  were  in  respect  of 
outbreaks  occurring  in  other  districts c 

Information  was  received  from  the  Uckfield  Public  Health 
Department  concerning  a married  couple  with  an  address  in  Laughton 
who  had  attended  a party  at  a farm  in  Halland  (Uckfield),  after 
which  several  of  the  guests  had  suffered  from  food  poisoning® 

On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  couple  both  had  mild 
symptoms  of  food  poisoning  and  specimens  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Brighton,  showed  them  to  be  infected  with 
Salmonella  typhi -murium® 

A full  report  on  the  incident  was  later  received  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Uckfield  Rural  District®  Of  the 
eighteen  persons  at  risk  at  the  party  10  were  found  to  be  infected 
with  Salmonella  typhi -murium,  seven  persons  were  very  ill  and  three 
mildly  infected®  The  origin  of  the  infection  was  a turkey  reared 
on  the  farm,  slaughtered  on  the  farm  and  cooked  by  the  farmer’s  wife® 

The  other  case  in  connection  with  an  outbreak  outside  this  district 
was  a woman  who  had  attended  a wedding  reception  in  Bexley®  On 
investigation  it  was  found  that  she  had  suffered  from  sypmtoms  of  food 
poisoning  following  the  reception,  and  a specimen  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Brighton,  showed  her  to  be  infected  with  Salmonella 
enteritidis®  A full  report  was  later  received  from  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Bexley®  Of  about  90  to  100  guests  at 
the  reception  39  later  suffered  from  food  poisoning®  The  origin  was 
chicken,  served  hot  (repeated)  or  cold  at  the  reception® 

The  others  were  sporadic  cases  and  it  was  not  possible  to  determine 
the  origin  of  infection,  though  in  one  case  the  infection  was  obviously 
contracted  whilst  on  holiday  in  Ibizza® 

Several  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  concerning  calves  on  farms  infected  with  various  types  of 
Salmonella.  On  investigation  it  is  generally  found  that  only  a few 
human  beings  are  at  risk,  such  as  the  farmer  and  a cowman®  In  one 
case  on  a farm  where  calves  were  infected  with  Salmonella  typhi -murium 
it  was  found  that  the  stockman  was  a temporary  sypmtomless  carrier  of 
Salmonella  typhi -murium®  however,  none  of  the  other  four  members  of 

his  family  were  affected® 

Dysentery 

The  three  cases  of  dysentery  were  separate  isolated  cases.  As  is 
usual  in  single  cases  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  the  origin  of 
infection,  although  one  case  was  clearly  an  imported  case  from  India. 
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Typhoid  & Para-typhoid  Fever 


Although  there  were  no  cases  of  Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  fever 
in  this  district  there  were  more  than  the  usual  numbers  of  contacts  to  be 
investigated,  especially  concerning  people  who  had  been  abroad  on 
holidays „ 

Poliomyelitis 

There  has  been  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  in  this  district  during 
the  last  ten  years 0 

Tuberculosis 


There  were  4 cases  of  respiratory „ and  no  case  of  non~respiratory, 
tuberculosis  compared  with  7 and  1 respectively  for  the  previous  year 0 

There  were  only  two  deaths  attributable  to  respiratory  tuberculosis, 
both  of  these  two  cases  being  men  over  65  years  of  age,, 

Immunisation  in  Childhood 


The  recommended  programme  of  immunisation  for  children  as  from 
21st  October  1968  was  as  follows: 


Approximate  Age 

Vaccine 

3 

months 

Triple  + Oral  poliomeylitis  vaccines 

(first  dose) 

5 

months 

Triple  + Oral  poliomyelitis  vaccines 

(second  dose) 

11 

months 

Triple  + Oral  poliomyelitis  vaccines 

(third  dose) 

12-24 

months 

Measles  vaccine  (single  dose  - live 
(attenuated  vaccine) 

12  - 24 

months 

Smallpox  vaccination. 

5 

years  (school  entry) 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  + Oral  polio- 
-myelitis  vaccines  (booster  dose) 

5 

years  (school  entry) 

Smallpox  ( re -vacc inat ion ) 

13 

years 

BoC0Go  vaccination 

15  - 19 

years 

Tetanus  Toxoid  + Oral  poliomyelitis 
vaccines  (booster  doses) 

15  - 19 

years 

Smallpox  (re-vaccination) 
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The  following  figures  are  extraqted  front  the  return  of  the 
County  Council  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Hailsham  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1969: 

Table  1,  Completed  Primary  Course 

Number  of  persons  under  age  l6e 


Type  of  Vaccine  or  Dose 

Year 

of  Birth 

Other 

1969  1968  I967  1966 

19q2 
196  5 

under 

TOTAL 

Age  16 

1.  Triple  D8ToP„ 

52 

226 

21 

2 

8 

4 

313 

2,  Diphtheria/Tetanus 

1 

2 

3 

1 

8 

4 

19 

3*  Tetanus 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

16 

20 

4.  Lines  1 & 2 

53 

228 

24 

3 

16 

8 

332 

(Diphtheria) 

5o  Lines  1,  2,  3» 

55 

228 

24 

4 

17 

24 

352 

(Tetanus) 

6,  Polio 

39 

222 

15 

2 

10 

19 

307 

7„  Measles 

4 

54 

97 

63 

91 

12 

321 

Table  2 Reinforcing  Doses 

Number  of  persons  under  age  16 


Type  of  Vaccine  or  Dose 

Year  of  Birth 
1969  1968  1967  1966 

1962 

1965 

Others 

under 

Age  16 

* 

TOTAL 

1. 

Triple  DoT.P. 

- 

69 

192 

15 

69 

5 

350 

2e 

Diphtheria/Tetanus 

- 

4 

5 

- 

427 

27 

463 

3c 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

- 

7 

4. 

Tetanus 

- 

1 

4 

1 

10 

92 

108 

5c 

Lines  1,  2,  3 

(Diphtheria) 

- 

73 

198 

15 

502 

32 

820 

6, 

Lines  1,  2,  4 
(Tetanus) 

- 

74 

201 

16 

506 

124 

921 

7. 

Polio 

- 

16 

24 

5 

419 

247 

711 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Table  3®  Smallpox  Vaccination 
Persons  aged  under  16 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or 
re -vaccinated  during  year  I969) 0 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Number 

Re -vaccinated 

0-3  months 

5 

- 

3-6  months 

8 

- 

6-9  months 

2 

- 

9-12  months 

5 

- 

1 

67 

- 

2-4 

104 

15 

5-15 

47 

127 

TOTAL 

238 

142 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATIONS 


Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

TOTAL 

1967 

383 

36 

419 

1968 

360 

85 

445 

1969 

238 

142 

380 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

Section  47 


Many  cases  of  aged  and  infirm  persons  living  under 
unsatisfactory  conditions  have  been  referred  to  me  and  kept 
under  observation „ In  no  case  during  the  year  was  it  necessary 

to  take  formal  statutory  action  under  the  above  Act® 


Any  order  depriving  a person  of  his  freedom  and  of  his  will 
to  live  and  die  in  his  own  home  should  only  be  made  as  the  very 
last  resort o It  is  surprising  how  long  persons  may  go  on  living 
reasonably  happily  in  their  own  environment  and  under  unsatisfactory 
conditions  provided  a minimum  of  outside  help  is  available 0 It 
is  only  as  a life-saving  measure  that  action  should  be  taken  under 
the  above  Act®  The  Act  is  not  suitable  for  dealing  with  eccentric 
and  mentally  unstable  persons  who  require  special  medical  and 
nursing  treatment ® 


All  the  various 
in  helping  old  people 
to  all  Home  Helps  who 


voluntary  associations  are  of  great  benefit 
live  in  their  homes , and  tribute  must  be  paid 
often  work  under  very  trying  conditions® 


Section  50 o 


It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  exercise  their  powers 
under  this  Section  and  arrange  for  the  burial  of  5 persons,  all 
elderly  and  with  no  near  next  of  kin,  but  only  in  one  case  was 
it  necessary  for  the  Council  to  defray  the  expenses  concerned,, 

In  the  other  cases  the  expenses  of  the  funerals  were  met 
by  distant  relatives  or  from  the  Estate  of  the  deceased  person® 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  at  54,100  was  1,140  higher 
than  that  of  19680  In  fact  the  population  of  this  district  has 
been  rising  for  many  years,,  despite  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
deaths  always  exceeds  the  number  of  births 0 This  is  a healthy 
expanding  district  to  which  a number  of  older  people  from  other 
districts  retire  every  year,  Thus  it  is  an  ageing  population 
and  to  make  the  birth  rate  comparable  to  the  rest  of  England  and 
Wales  a positive  correcting  factor  has  to  be  used,  which  is  supplied 
by  the  General  Register  Office 0 In  the  same  way  a negative 
correcting  factor  has  to  be  used  to  make  the  death  rate  comparable 0 
The  fact  that  it  is  an  ageing  population  does  tend  t©  place  some 
strain  on  the  welfare  services  and  the  hospital  accommodation , 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  10 o0  per  thousand  compared  with 
10,8  for  1968  and  llc9  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  15o0  per  thousand  compared  with 
14,4  for  1968  and  16,3  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, 

There  were  only  6 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  10,0  compared  with  6,8  for  1968  and  18,0 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, 

The  following  are  the  causes  of  the  infant  deaths ; 


Aged 

Cause  of  Death 

1, 

22  hours 

Cardiac  failure,  anoencephaly 

2, 

1 day 

Prematurity  (24  weeks,  maternal 
antipartum  haemorrhage,  ) 

3. 

5 days 

Broncho-pneumonia,  congenital  heart 
disease. 

4. 

5 weeks 

Peritonitis,  congenital  pyleric 
stenosis. 

5. 

7 months 

Aspiration  of  vomit  and  bronchial 
pneumonia,  Accidential  death. 

6. 

8 months 

Asphyxia,  Inhalation  of  vomit. 

Accidental  death. 
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Vital  Statistics 


Area  in  acres  . . . 0 . . 

9^,668 

Census  population  (1961)  . ..  . .. 

42,420 

Population  estimated  to  middle  year  . . . 

54,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 0 . . . . 

20,961 

Rateable  value  » . . . . . 

£2,103,820 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . ..  ...  £8,401.  9s.  2d. 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  population 

(not  corrected)  ...  ... 

17.3 

Comparability  Factor  ...  ... 

.58 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  corrected.  ... 

10.00 

Senile  mortality  rate  as  percentage  of  total 
deaths  (65  and  over)..  ... 

77.5 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)... 

Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and 
Stillbirths . 

Nil 
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BIRTHS 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

555 

304 

251 

Illegitimate 

37 

26 

m 

592 

330 

262 

Live  births  per  1,000  population  (not  corrected) 

Comparability  Factor  00o  , ,, 

Live  births  per  1,000  population  (corrected) 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  births 

10  09 
1,38 

15o0 

6 

STILLBIRTHS 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

8 

8 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

-- 

- 

8 

8 

- 

Stillbirths  per 

1 , OOD  live  and  stillbirths 

o o o 

13 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  000 

o o o 

600 

DEATH  OF  INFANTS 

UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

6 

4 

2 

Total  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

o o o 

10 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

11 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

2 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate 

(deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 
live  births) 

5 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 


TOTAL 

Kales 

Females 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Early  neo-mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

total  live  births) 

1,000 

3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 

(stillbirths  and  deaths 

under 

1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

17 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Hailsham  Rural 

England  & Wales 

Birth  Rate 

15.0 

16,3. 

Infantile  Mortality 

lOoOo 

18.0 

Death  Rate 

10 .0. 

11.9 

09000000000000 


CASES  NOTIFIED  OR  ADMITTED  TO  HOSPITAL  & TOTAL  DEATHS 


Disease 

Total 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

- 

- 

Measles 

11 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

9 

1 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

- 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

6 

- 

- 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Under 
1 yr„ 

1 

yr0 

2 

yrs 

3 

yrs 

4 

yrs 

5-9 

yrs 

10-14 

yrs 

15-24 

yrs 

25  yrs 
& over 

TOTAL 

Measles 

- 

3 

2 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

11 

Whooping 

Cough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

• 

» 

“3 

* 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

4 

1 

1 

- 

11 

Diphtherii 

i - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food 

Poisoning  - 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

— 

5 

9 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Polio- 

myelit: 

LS 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

Infective 

1 

5 

6 

Jaundice 

TOTAL 

- 

4 

5 

3 

5 

5 

3 

3 

12 

40 

oooooooooooooooooooo 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-Res - 
piratory 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-Res - 
piratory 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Under  5 years 
5-14  years 

15  - 24  years 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25-44  years 

45-64  years 

65  - 74  years 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

- 

2 

- 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

B5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

2 

B6 

Other  Tuberculosis  including  late  effects 

1 

1 

2 

B18 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

B19(l) 

Malignant  neoplasms  Buccal  cavity , etcQ 

1 

1 

2 

B19(2) 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Oesophagus 

3 

3 

6 

B19(3) 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Stomach 

10 

7 

17 

B19W 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Intestines 

10 

23 

33 

B19C6) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

34 

10 

44 

B19(7) 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Breast 

- 

28 

28 

B19(8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

4 

4 

B19(9) 

Malignant  neoplasm.  Prostate 

10 

- 

10 

B19(10)  Leukaemia 

4 

4 

8 

B19(H)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

15 

27 

42 

B21 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

4 

6 

B22 

Avitaminoses 

- 

1 

1 

B23 

Anaemias 

1 

- 

1 

B46(3) 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

14 

15 

B46(4) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

5 

7 

12 

B26 

Chromic  Rheumatic  Heart  disease 

4 

8 

12 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

8 

7 

15 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  disease 

124 

93 

217 

B29 

Any  other  form  of  heart  disease 

29 

35 

64 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

50 

88 

138 

B46(5) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

22 

17 

39 

B31 

Influenza 

8 

4 

12 

B32 

Pneumonia 

38 

34 

72 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

32 

8 

40 

B33(2) 

Asthma 

2 

1 

3 

i, 

B46(6) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

4 

4 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

6 

5 

11 

B35 

Appendicitis 

2 

2 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  Hernia 

1 

1 

2 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

3 

- 

3 

B46(7) 

Other  diseases  of  Digestive  system 

4 

4 

8 

i, 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

B39 

B46(8) 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Other  diseases,  Genito -urinary  system 

7 

4 

4 

7 

8 

B46(10)  Diseases  of  Musculo -skeletal  system 

1 

— 

1 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

4 

3 

7 

B44 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

— 

1 

1 

/ 

B45 

BE47 

Symptons  and  ill -defined  conditions 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

6 

3 

3 

0 

9 

11 

8 

BE48 

All  other  accidents. 

4 

7 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

5 

466 

472 

938 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Main  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by  the  Eastbourne 
Waterworks  Company 0 The  many  analyses  of  the  various  sources  of 
water  show  that  the  supply  continues  to  be  of  a high  standard  of 
purity0 

It  was  necessary  t©  impose  restrictions  ©n  new  development  in 
the  Parishes  of  Heathfield,  Horam  and  Waldron  as  the  public  water 
supplies  and  facilities  for  the  purification  of  sewage  were  inadequate 0 
So  far  as  the  water  supply  is  concerned  the  position  win  be  rectified 
when  the  new  Reservoir , treatment  works  and  intake  from  the  River 
Cuckmere  at  Arlington,,  at  present  being  constructed  by  the  Water 
Company , is  brought  into  use  in  1971 » 


All  the  sources  of  main  water  supplies  for  the  District  are 
deficient  in  natural  fluoride , the  fluoride  content  from  the  various 
stations  being  as  follows; 


Bur wash  o o o o o o 

Waterworks  Road,  Eastbourne 
Birling  Farm,,  East  Dean 
Friston  <>  0 0 o e » 

Amberstone , Hailsham „ » 
Cowbeech,  Herstmonceux 
Filching  Well,  Jevington 
Deep  Dean,  Litlington 
Hazards  Green,  Ninfield 
Sweet  Willow  Wood,  Ninfield 


o o o 

o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 

o o o 


o o o 

0,20  parts 

per  million 

O 0 o 

OolO 

it 

•i 

o o o 

nil 

it 

it 

© o o 

0,03 

it 

w 

O 0 o 

0,22 

it 

w 

0 0 0 

0,19 

it 

n 

0 o o 

0,05 

it 

n 

o 0 o 

nil 

n 

ii 

O 0.0 

0,30 

it 

it 

o o o 

0,14 

ii 

n 

EXTENSION  OF  WATER  MAIN 


The  following  lengths  of  water  main  were  laid  in  the  Parishes  of 
Arlington,  East  Dean,  East  Hoathly,  Hailsham,  Heathfield,  Hellingly, 
Herstmonceux,  Horam,  Polegate,  Waldron,  Westham,  Willingdon  and 
Wilmington; 


195  yards 

of 

1"  main 

2,628  yards 

of 

2"  main 

625  yards 

of 

3”  main 

919  yards 

of 

4"  main 

771  yards 

of 

5”  main 

7 yards 

of 

6"  main 

856  yards 

of 

9"  main 

Total  length  of  new  main  laid  is  5*806  yards,  or  approximately 
3^  miles,  making  a total  length  of  water  main  of  2”  diameter  or  over 
in  service  at  31st  December  1969s  312  miles  74  yards, 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUPPLIES 


The  following  table  details  the  distribution  of  piped  supplies 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  approximately  97. 9$  of  the 
population  is  provided  with  main  water: 

Parish 

Estimated 
Population 
supplied  by 
Public  or 
Private  Main 

Number  of  houses  supplied 

By  Public 
Main 

By  Stand 
Pipe 

By  Private 
Main 

i 

Alciston 

104 

27 

21 

Alfriston 

656 

291 

- 

- 

Arlington 

488 

196 

- 

- 

Berwick 

282 

98 

- 

- 

Chalvington 

141 

51 

- 

- 

Chiddingly 

748 

287 

- 

- 

East  Dean 

1124 

490 

- 

- 

East  Hoathly 

682 

293 

- 

- 

Folkington 

68 

27 

- 

- 

Friston 

368 

159 

- 

- 

Hailsham 

9207 

3601 

- 

- 

Heathfield 

4332 

1721 

- 

- 

Hellingly 

3971 

1114 

- 

- 

Herstmonc eux 

1798 

712 

- 

- 

Hooe 

339 

114 

- 

- 

Horam 

2005 

792 

- 

- 

Jevington 

124 

52 

- 

- 

Laughton 

586 

160 

- 

- 

Litlington 

120 

44 

- 

- 

Lullington 

25 

11 

- 

- 

Ninfield 

1139 

438 

- 

- 

Pevensey 

3254 

1599 

- 

- 

Pole gate 

7624 

3237 

- 

- 

Ripe 

436 

87 

- 

- 

Selmeston 

127 

47 

- 

- 

Waldron 

2802 

1047 

- 

- 

Warbleton 

989 

403 

- 

- 

Wartling 

444 

161 

- 

- 

Westdean 

64 

24 

6 

- 

Westham 

2539 

977 

- 

- 

Willingdon 

6170 

2622 

- 

- 

Wilmington 

209 

90 

* * 

52,965 

20,972 

6 

21 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  Hooe  and  Ninfield 
was  substantially  completed  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  approximately 
236  houses  had  been  connected  to  the  new  Sewer 0 It  is  anticipated 
that  the  scheme  will  be  finally  completed  in  March  1970 , 

The  Council’s  Consultants  had  further  discussions  with  the 
Ministry  regarding  the  proposed  Hailsham  (Northern)  and  (Southern) 
area  Scheme  when  difficulties  were  finally  settled  with  the  result 
that  it  is  hoped  that  the  Scheme  will  go  out  to  tender  in  1970 , 

Approval  in  principle  was  received  from  the  Ministry  to  extend 
existing  Sewerage  systems  to  discharge  sewage  to  a new  treatment 
works  at  Vines  Cross , to  serve  the  Parishes  of  Heathfield,  Horam  and 
Waldron o It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  also  for  this  Scheme 
to  go  out  to  tender  during  1970 , 

The  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Hailsham  and  Vines  Cross 
have  been  grossly  overloaded  for  years  and  there  is  an  urgent  need 
to  provide  these  new  works 0 

Sludge  disposal  at  Sewage  Works  has  been  a problem  for  some 
time  and  following  discussion  with  the  Ministry,  the  Council’s 
Consultants  recommended  the  adoption  of  centralised  sludge  treatment 
to  serve  Hailsham,  Vines  Cross,  Heathfield  and  Polegate  Sewage  Works , 

Approval  in  principle  was  received  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Windmill  Hill,  so  that  sewage  from 
Herstmonceux  could  be  dealt  with  at  that  works. 

The  Council* s Consultants  reported  on  the  difficulties  caused 
by  increased  population  and  the  infiltration  of  surface  water  in 
the  sewers  serving  Pevensey  andWastham  when  they  were  asked  to 
investigate  the  pacticability  of,  and  probable  terms  for,  discharge 
of  sewage  from  Pevensey  and  Westham  through  the  new  Langney  Sea  Outfall 
serving  the  County  Borough  of  Eastbourne,  and  to  discuss  with  the 
Ministry  alternative  suggestions  with  costs. 

Sewerage  Schemes  to  serve 

1,  Waldron  and  Cross  in  Hand 

2,  East  Dean 

3,  Berwick  and  Selmeston 

are  in  course  of  preparation. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  extended  to  the  whole  district 
as  from  15th  September  1969  and  this  entailed  the  purchase  of  an 
additional  vehicle,,  and  the  employment  of  3 men,  Previously  the 
Parishes  of  Alciston*  Arlington,,  Berwick,,  Chalvington*  Chiddingly* 
Folkington*  Hooe*  Laughton * Litlington*  Lullington,  Ripe,  Selmeston* 
Warbleton*  Wartling,  Westdean  and  Wilmington  - which  are  more  rural 
in  character  - had  only  received  a fortnightly  collection , 

The  fleet  now  consists  of  10  vehicles  of  the  modern  compression 
type  fitted  with  bodies  having  a carrying  capacity  varying  from  24 
cubic  yards  to  50  cubic  yards * together  with  an  old  side-loading 
Refuse  Vehicle  of  10  cubic  yards  capacity  which  is  stationed  at 
Hellingly  Hospital*  where  it  is  filled  with  refuse  by  Hospital  Staff 
and  removed  for  emptying  by  the  Council’s  Staff  3 times  each  weekc 

The  volume  of  refuse  collected  from  most  households  continues 
to  increase*  although  there  is  not  the  consequent  increase  in 
weight „ The  provision  of  central  heating  systems  by  oil*  gas  or 
electricity  in  new  developments*  and  the  installation  of  such  systems 
in  older  dwellings  is  reflected  by  the  relatively  small  amount  of 
coal  ash  now  collected „ However*  there  is  a noticeable  increase  in 
plastic  containers,  polythene*  paper  packaging  material  and  tins* 

It  is  estimated  that  13*250  tons  of  refuse  were  collected 
during  the  year  and  this  represents  13*4  cwts  per  1,000  head  of 
population  per  day* 

The  records  show  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
dustbins  to  be  emptied  each  week  was  26*410, 

The  extension  of  the  weekly  collection  to  the  whole  district* 
utilising  an  additional  vehicle  and  3 more  men  allowed  re-organisation 
of  many  routes  and  gave  much  needed  relief  to  some  of  the  teams  who 
had  reached  the  peak  of  their  performance.  Parish  boundaries 
in  many  cases  run  along  the  centre  of  roads  and  with  one  Parish  having 
a weekly  collection  and  the  contiguous  Parish  having  a fortnightly 
collection  there  were  instances  of  2 vehicles  having  to  collect  on 
the  same  road.  The  re-organisation  has  therefore  shown  many  economies. 

The  free  collection  from  houses  of  unwanted  articles  of  furniture 
and  junk  was  again  in  much  demand  and  undoubtedly  fulfils  a much  needed 
service  to  prevent  indiscriminate  dumping  around  the  countryside. 

During  the  year  1*358  special  collections  were  made  direct  from  houses, 
whilst  58  accumulations  were  collected  from  roadside  verges*  woodland* 
waste  land,  etc,  , 


It  was  possible  in  one  case  to  trace  the  person  responsible  for 
the  dumping  of  old  carpets  on  the  roadside  verge  and  a successful 
prosecution  was  taken  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  19 67.  The 
culprit  was  fined  £10o0o0o  with  £8,8,0,  costs 0 Generally  it  is 
considered  that  much  of  the  dumping  on  the  roadside  verges  was  by  persons 
living  outside  the  Rural  District,,  Indeed  the  prosecution  referred  to 
above  was  of  a person  resident  in  the  adjacent  Borough , 

The  number  of  old  cars  abandoned  on  highway  verges , common  land 
and  in  car  parks  increased  and  35  such  vehicles  were  dealt  with  under 
the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967»  The  owners  of  24  vehicles  were  traced 
and  they  themselves  effected  removal,.  The  remaining  11  vehicles  were 
collected  and  disposed  of  by  a local  car  breaker  at  his  premises  at 
a cost  to  the  Council  of  £3  <>0,0.  per  vehicle  . 

There  are  a number  of  car  breaking  yards  within  the  district 
and  it  should  not  be  difficult  for  any  owner  of  an  old  car  to  make 
his  own  private  arrangement  for  its  disposal* 

The  disposal  of  garden  waste  is  presenting  a problem  on  the 
many  estates  which  have  grassed  areas  and  very  small  gardens.  Although 
ratepayers  are  afforded  facilities  to  dispose  of  such  waste  at  the 
Council* s disposal  site,  many  are  unable  to  do  so  because  of  lack  of 
transport,  etc.  Consequently  much  garden  waste  is  deposited  on  highway 
verges,  waste  land  and  woodland, 

LEAP  CROSS  DEPOT 

All  the  Council *s  vehicles  are  maintained  at  Leap  Cross  Depot 
where  a Foreman-mechanic,  a semi-skilled  mechanic  and  an  apprentice 
mechanic  are  kept  fully  employed. 

With  the  necessity  to  maintain  the  vehicles  in  peak  condition, 
and  to  comply  with  the  many  new  requirements  of  the  Transport  Act,  it 
would  seem  that  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  employ  a further  mechanic, 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


Refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District  is  now  disposed  of 
at  Ruffets  Wood,  Arlington,  where  it  passes  through  a Vickers  Seerdrum 
Pulverisation  Plant  prior  to  tipping.  The  Plant  came  into  operation 
in  April  and  has  proved  capable  of  dealing  with  the  refuse  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  No  complaint  has  been  received  of  noise,  whilst 
there  has  been  a complete  absence  of  flies  and  rodents. 

Twenty  eight  acres  of  woodland  adjoining  the  Plant  have  been 
leased  and  some  3 acres  have  been  cleared  of  trees  and  undergrowth, 
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and  are  being  utilised  for  the  deposit  of  pulverised  refuse » The 
level  of  the  land  is  being  raised  6 ftQ  and  is  then  to  be  covered 
with  soil  so  that  it  can  eventually  be  used  for  agricultural  purposes,, 

It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  treating  and  disposing  of  the 
refuse  is  approximately  £1,1,0,  per  ton, 

STREET  CLEANING 


Street  Cleaning  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  in  the  built-up 
areas  and  shopping  centres  in  18  Parishes,,  and  a labour  force  of  6 men 
and  2 women  are  employed  , Amdxile  gang  of  3 men  operate  in  the  more 

remote  Parishes,  Suitable  male  labour  has  been  difficult  to  recruit 
and  accordingly  women  have  been  engaged.  The  ladies  have  certainly 
proved  an  asset  and  have  done  much  to  keep  the  streets  and  shopping 
areas  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition , despite  the  efforts  of  the  many 
"litter  bugs"  who  continually  litter  the  area  with  paper,  cigarette 
packets  and  the  like. 

Litter  bins  are  provided  at  strategic  points  in  all  shopping 
centres,  car  parks,  bus  shelters,  lay-bys  and  beauty  spots  and  are 
emptied  regularly  at  least  once  per  week, 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


Cesspools  in  the  Parishes  of  Heathfield  and  Waldron  continue 
to  be  emptied  at  regular  intervals  and  the  cost  of  the  service  is 
partially  met  by  a special  rate  levied  in  these  Parishes,  In  the 
remainder  of  the  Rural  District  cesspools  are  emptied  on  request  and 
on  payment  of  charges.  Again,  the  charges  do  not  meet  the  full  cost 
of  the  service  and  the  scheme  is  subsidised  out  of  the  General  Rate 
Fund, 


Four  special  vehicles  are  fully  engaged  on  this  service  and 
from  time  to  time  it  is  necessary  to  work  overtime  in  order  to  give 
prompt  attention  to  the  requests  for  cesspool  emptying. 

Facilities  to  dispose  of  cesspool  contents  are  included  in  the 
proposed  new  Sewage  Works  at  Hailsham  and  at  Vines  Cross,  but  in  the 
meantime  disposal  is  effected  on  agricultural  land  remote  from 
houses  and  streams.  Suitable  disposal  sites  are  difficult  to  find 
and  in  winter  time,  especially  during  wet  weather,  long  hauls  become 
necessary. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  four  vehicles  are  as 
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follows : 


Cesspools 

Loads 

Emptied 

Removed 

Heathfield  and 

Waldron 

951 

1678 

District: 

2916 

5935 

oooooooooo 


HOUSING. 


46  houses,  mainly  at  Town  Farm,  Hailsham  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  it  was  possible  to  re-house  a few  families  living  in  unfit 
dwellings.  Details  of  the  dwellings  dealt  with  under  Slum 
Clearance  are  given  later  in  this  report. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  over  800  applicants  on 
the  housing  list,  but  it  is  considered  that  approximately  one  quarter 
of  this  number  are  no  longer  live  applications , so  that  the  true 
figure  is  likely  to  be  in  the  region  of  600. 

The  housing  need  of  the  elderly  continues  and  will  to  some  extent 
be  met  by  the  programme  for  new  bungalows  and  flats  to  be  erected 
during  1970.  There  are,  however,  190  applications  from  this  group. 

During  the  year  50  applications  for  Discretionary  Grant  were 
received  and  of  this  number  44  were  approved,  2 refused  and  4 withdrawn. 
The  average  amount  of  grant  per  dwelling  in  respect  of  those  applications 
dealt  with  prior  to  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  was 
£349 o Those  Grants  made  after  the  advent  of  the  Housing  Act  1969 
averaged  £522  per  dwelling.  The  increase  in  Grant  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that  certain  repairs,  as  distinct  from  improvements,  became 
eligible  for  Grant  aid  under  this  new  Act.  31  of  these  Grants  were 
in  respect  of  houses  owner-occupied,  9 related  to  rent -controlled 
dwellings  and  4 related  to  agricultural  service  cottages.  In  addition 
21  applications  for  Standard  Grant  were  approved  during  the  year  and 
these  were  mainly  in  respect  of  houses  owner-occupied. 

Ore  application  was  received  and  granted  for  a Certificate  of 
Disrepair  tinder  the  Rent  Act  1957 » whilst  one  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
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issued  in  former  years  was  cancelled 0 

The  Housing  Act  1969  introduced  a new  system  governing  the 
rents  of  privately  rented  dwellings  which  have  been  brought  up 
to  a satisfactory  standard*  Controlled  tenancies  will  be  converted 
to  regulated  tenancies  when  the  qualifying  standard  is  attained,  and 
the  rent  will  be  determined  by  the  Rent  Officer  under  the  Rent  Act 
19680 


The  qualifying  conditions  are  that  the  dwelling  has  all  the 
standard  amenities  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  occupants  and  is  in 
good  repair , having  regard  to  its  age,  character  and locality  but 
disregarding  decorative  repair* 

At  the  end  of  the  year  32  applications  for  Qualification 
Certificate  were  under  consideration* 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year 
as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  * * * . * * * * * 8 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  16  (4) 
and  17  (1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  *.*  **»  .*0 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  Local  Authority 
from  houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  or 

Closing  Orders  * * * <> » . . * « . . . 5 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts  * » « . * . . . . 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action 
under  Section  9 and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957o*.  00*  ... 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  ***  °o<>  ...  ... 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  are  9 licensed  Boarding  Establishments  in  the  district 
and  all  have  been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT„  1963 

By  the  end  of  the  year  437  premises  had  been  registered  under 
this  Act. 

Routine  inspections  reveal  that  generally  all  premises  comply 
with  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act.  Contraventions  discovered 
were  of  a minor  character  and  soon  remedied 0 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 


There  are  29  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  registered  with  the  Council 
under  the  above  Act.  At  the  larger  establishments  expensive  plant 
has  been  installed;,  but  even  so  the  accumulated  scrap  metal  seems  to 
increase  in  quantity  year  by  year.  Complaints  of  noise  and  nuisance 
were  received  in  respect  of  two  Scrap  Metal  yards  which  have  been  in 
existence  for  many  years. 

Undoubtedly  these  premises  serve  a very  useful  purpose  in 
re-claiming  scrap  metal  from  old  cars  and  equipment  which  otherwise 
might  be  dumped  or  abandoned  in  the  countryside. 

CARAVAN  SITES 


Generally  all  the  caramn  sites  are  well  conducted  and  maintained 
with  the  larger  sites  well  equipped  and  provided  with  every  amenity. 

The  present  day  c ana van  has  undergone  considerable  improvement 
over  the  years  and  is  now  built  and  equipped  specially  for  residential 
purposes.  On  the  majority  of  residential  sites,  and  on  some  of  the 
holiday  sites,  the  caravans  are  equipped  with,  their  own  water  closets, 
baths  or  showers,  hot  water,  etc.  and  main  water,  electricity  and 
drainage  are  connected  so  that  in  most  respects  the  caravans  are  akin 
to  a small  modern  bungalow  and  thus  provide  a good  standard  of  housing 
accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  Caravan  Sites  was  as 
follows : 


Number  of  Caravans 
on  Site 

1 

2 

3 

4/14 

15  & Over 

Number  of  Sites: 

76 

6 

3 

6 

13 

The  largest  site  has  standings  for  360  caravans. 


The  problem  of  Gypsies  and  other  travellers  was  partially  solved 
during  the  year  when  two  sites,  each  with  3 pitches,  were  brought 
into  use.  Both  of  the  sites  were  on  Council  owned  land,  one  at  Swan 
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Barn,  Hailsham  and  the  other  at  Polly  Arch,  Polegate, 

The  sites  were  properly  laid  out  and  equipped  at  a total  cost 
of  £5,700  which  was  met  by  the  County  Council, 

Six  Gypsy  families  moved  on  to  the  sites  in  June  and  July 
and  settled  well.  The  children  attended  school  regularly  for  the 
first  time  and  it  is  hoped  that  they,  if  not  their  parents,  will 
eventually  become  integrated  into  society.  Despite  every 
encouragement  none  of  the  Gypsy  menfolk  wish  to  obtain  regular 
employment  but  prefer  to  remain  Mtheir  own  bosses"  in  carrying  on 
their  trade  in  scrap  metal , gardening , laying  of  tarmac , etc , , with 
some  of  them  travelling  to  Kent  for  fruit  and  hop  picking.  Their 
standard  of  living  is  still  rather  low  and  precarious  during  the 
winter  months. 

Search  continues  for  further  sites  for  the  remaining  Gypsy 
families  which  frequent  the  district,  but  considerable  opposition 
was  met  from  local  inhabitants  to  the  establishment  of  such  sites 
in  their  particular  areas, 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  register  shows  ?6  retailers  of  milk  in  the  district  but  by 
far  the  greatest  number  of  these  do  not  deliver  milk  to  the  house- 
wife^ doorstep.  In  fact  almost  all  the  milk  in  the  coastal  area  is 
supplied  by  one  company.  Small  stocks  of  milk  are  held  by  many 
grocers  as  a service  to  their  customers. 

Samples  of  untreated  milk  from  farm  sources  are  taken  regularly 
and  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Brighton.  A 
summary  of  the  results  of  these  samples  is  set  out  below.  Any  sample 
failing  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  is  referred  to  the  local  office  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  investigate  and  advise 
the  cowkeeper. 

Biological  Examinations  „ . „ _ 

— ™ No.  of  Samples 

Infected  with  B,  abortus  ,,, 

Infected  with  B.  melitensis  ... 

Infected  with  M.  tuberculosis 


Satisfactory;  26 

Methylene  Blue  Tests;  Untreated 

Satisfactory  ...  24 

Unsatisfactory  , , , 2 

26 

Penicillin  Tests 

Satisfactory  . . . 26 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  are  6 Slaughterhouses  in  the  district , none  of  which  is 
used  for  the  slaughter  of  horses,  nor  are  there  any  knackers  yards. 

The  charges  for  meat  inspection  continue  at  the  maximum 
permitted  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  1963°  100$  inspection 

of  meat  in  the  Slaughterhouses  has  been  maintained  and  the  watch  on 
poultry  killed  on  farms  for  the  Christmas  trade  has  also  been 
continued. 

Animals  inspected  during  1969  totalled  24,137,  made  up  as 

follows: 


6 

Bulls 

965 

Steers 

497 

Cows 

1010 

Heifers 

921 

Calves 

15977 

Pigs 

4761 

Sheep 

During  1969,  as  a result  of  inspections  at  Slaughterhouses  and 
other  food  premises,  an  estimated  weight  of  47,3 74  lbs,  of  various 
foods  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  numbers  of  whole  carcasses  withheld  were  as  follows: 


2 

Steers 

16 

Cows 

11 

Calves 

44 

Pigs 

30 

Sheep 

in  addition  to  which  5*893  head  of  poultry  were  condemned. 

Fortunately  the  value  of  frozen  foods  at  £46,  2,  98,,  withheld 
as  a result  of  refrigeration  breakdowns  was  only  one  third  that  of 
1968,  With  the  rapid  increase  in  the  numbers  of  domestic  deep  freezers 
installed  and  an  apparent  lack  of  knowledge  of  their  proper  use  by 
their  owners , one  wonders  how  much  good  food  is  wasted  or  re-frozen 
after  thawing  out  with  possible  deterioration  of  the  product. 

Shopkeepers  seem  more  aware  of  the  necessity  for  coding  foods 
with  short-shelf  life,  and  more  housewives  appear  ready  to  consult 
the  department  when  dissatisfied  with  a purchase,  I should  make 
reference  to  the  extremely  good  liaison  which  has  developed  between 
the  department  and  the  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
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over  the  past  years,  which  allows  the  interchange  of  information „ 
Complaints  dealt  with  included  mouldy  bread  and  pies,  dirty  milk 
bottles,  metal  nuts  in  a tin  of  imported  potatoes,  as  well  as 
spider  beetles  in  sugar 0 

The  two  local  weekly  markets  have  attracted  many  stallholders 
from  outside  the  district  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  remind  some 
of  the  need  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations . 

POULTRY 


The  majority  of  the  18  processing  plants  registered  at  the 
end  of  the  year  only  operate  during  the  late  autumn  and  for  the 
Christmas  trade. 

The  processors  generally  appreciated  the  need  for  improving 
the  standard  of  their  buildings,  equipment  and  hygiene  and  have 
made  steady  progress  in  these  directions.  Unfortunately  there 
are  still  one  or  two  who  spoil  the  picture. 

The  throughput  of  the  three  major  poultry  processors 
continues  to  be  mainly  battery  and  deep  litter  hens  at  the  end 
of  their  economic  egg  laying  life.  The  thousands  of  broilers 
reared  in  the  district  are  killed  outside  the  Council* s area. 

At  these  processing  plants  all  birds  which  appear  to  be  of 
doubtful  fitness,  or  unfit  for  food,  are  put  on  one  side  for 
inspection  by  the  Council's  Inspectors. 


Number  of  Poultry  Processing  premises: 
Number  of  visits  to  premises: 

18 

109 

Number  and  types  of  birds  processed 
during  the  year: 

Chickens 

Capons  o.o 

Hens  . . . 

Turkeys 

Ducks  . o . 

Geese  o o , 

C oc  ks  o.o 

30,464 

57,520 

508,508 

30,669 

45 

6o 

1,857 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected: 

1.0# 

Weight  of  poultry  rejected: 

29,051  lbs 
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Carcasses  and  Offal  Inspected  and 
Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lambs 

Kids 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

1981 

497 

921 

4761 

15 0 977 

Number  Inspected  „ . 

1981 

497 

921 

4761 

15*977 

All  diseases,  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcasses  condemned  2 

16 

11 

30 

44 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

291 

126 

11 

182 

1687 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or 
Cysticerci, 

14.79$ 

28.57$ 

2.39$ 

4.4  5$ 

10,83$ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcasses 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

0B> 

13 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

. 

0.081$ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

— — 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS „ i960 


Type  of  Premises 

(i) 

Number  of 
Premises 

(ii) 

Number  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg0  l6o 

(iii) 

Number  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg0  19 
applies 

(iv) 

Number  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Rego  19 

Grocers 

92 

92 

92 

92 

Cafe’s 

42 

42 

42 

42 

Butchers 

26 

26 

26 

26 

General  Stores 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Hotels 

22 

22 

22 

22 

Sweet  Shops 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Poultry  Processors 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Chemists 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Off  Licences 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Bakers  Shops 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Bakehouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Public  Houses 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Ice  Cream  Sellers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Food  Stores 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Fishmongers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Slaughterhouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Markets 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Food  Factories 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Greengrocers 

15 

15 

15 

15 

359 

359 

359 

359 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  one  operator  on  Rodent  Control  has  been  fully  engaged 
in  dealing  with  the  many  requests  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  at  private  dwelling  houses*  The  number  of  minor  infestations 
found  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  year*  but  this  is  thought 
to  be  due  to  public  awareness  of  the  problem  thater  than  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  pests  within  the  district* 

Film  shows  and  talks  on  Rodent  Control  have  again  been  given 
to  local  associations  and  groups  and  have  aroused  much  interest* 
with  the  result  that  there  has  been  an  increased  demand  for  advice 
and  guidance  in  preventive  measures  and  rat  proofing* 

Permanent  baiting  has  been  maintained  in  selected  sewers  with 
good  results. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Warfarin 
resistance  in  mice  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  resort  to  the  use 
of  traps  and  other  methods  of  control.  No  cases  have  been  found 
of  Warfarin  resistance  in  rats* 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  Section 
4 of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act*  1949* 


Type  of  Property 

Non -Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in 

1.163 

districts 

23*238 

Total  number  of  properties 

1.306 

inspected: 

4 

Number  infested: 

(Rats  and  Mice)  Major 

2 

4 

Minor 

1*281 

- 

Surveys 

1,103 

72 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


Housing  Acts 

oeo 

O 0 o 

275 

Housing  Act  re-inspections  . <> . 

o o o 

© © o 

323 

C omplaints  „ 0 . 

o o o 

© © o 

97 

Public  Health  Nuisances  . . . 

o o o 

o © o 

1 55 

Public  Health  re-inspections  <> » 

O © 0 

o o o 

22? 

Offensive  accumulations  and  Litter  Act  . .. 

© o o 

113 

Keeping  of  animals,,  Pet  Shops,  Boarding  Kennels, 

etc  © © o o 

72 

Drains  and  Sewers  . .. 

o o © 

o © © 

380 

Drain  Tests 

0 • o 

o o o 

33 

Closet  Accommodation  0 . . 

© o o 

o © o 

7 

Verminous  premises,  insects  and  infestations  dealt  with. 

97 

Infectious  Diseases  . „ . 

o © o 

o o © 

27 

Disinfestations  . . 0 

© o • 

o o • 

6 

Tents,  Caravans,  Gypsy  Sites,  etc. 

o © o 

o © o 

464 

Pollution  of  Water  Courses  . . . 

o o o 

o • o 

66 

Water  Sources  and  Supplies  . 0 . 

o o o 

© © © 

6? 

Public  Cleansing  „ . . 

o • o 

© o o 

701 

Cesspool  Emptying  ... 

o o o 

o • o 

90 

Rats  and  Mice  (including  re-inspections).. 

0 o o 

2,220 

Markets  . . . 

o o © 

• © © 

37 

Schools 

© o © 

o o o 

1 

Milk  & Dairies 

o © o 

o o o 

34 

Factories , Workshops , etc . ... 

© © © 

© o © 

53 

Slaughterhouses  . . . 

© © © 

O © 0 

1,229 

Meatshops,  Fish,  Fruit,  Greengrocers, 

etc . 

o © o 

184 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  . . . 

o o © 

0 0 0 

103 

Bakehouses  . . . 

© o • 

o o • 

4 

Bakers  Shops  . . . 

o o © 

o o © 

12 

Catering  Establishments 

© © © 

• 0 o 

44 

Ice  Cream  Sellers  . . . 

o © o 

o • © 

9 

Sweet  Shops  . . . 

© © o 

• © © 

3 

Hawkers*  premises  and  vehicles,  Scrap 

Dealers 

0 • • 

12 

Public  Houses  and  Guest  Houses 

© © © 

© • © 

12 

Poultry  Processors  . . . 

© © © 

• © © 

109 

Housing  Applicants  and  Tenants 

o • • 

© © • 

12 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

o o © 

• o • 

179 

Abandoned  Cars  . . . 

o © © 

o • © 

56 

Main  Sewers  ... 

o o o 

o © © 

195 

Noise  Nuisances  . . . 

• o • 

o • • 

49 

National  Assistance  Act  1948 

© © o 

• o © 

59 

Building  Regulations  ... 

o © © 

© o © 

132 

Clean  Air  Act 

o o o 

0 0 9 

25 

Miscellaneous 

0 o « 

o o • 

200 

Total  . . . 

© © © 

o O 0 

8,176 

4 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1969  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  HAILSHAM  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  EAST 
SUSSEX 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  1 of  the  Act 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health; 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1,  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1*,2,3.4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

245 

60 

- 

- 

3.  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers* premises' 

38 

2 

- 

- 

288 

62 

- 

I 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref 

To  H,M, 
Inspector 

w 

erred 

By  HoMo 
Inspector 

(5) 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 

floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary- 

conveniences  (S7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

6 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

„ 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 

offences  relatinj 
to  Outwork) 

7 

7 

2 

- 

2 

- 

PART  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 

Sections  133  & 134 


Nature  of  Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

NOo  of 

No,  of 

No,  of 

No  of 

Notices 

Prosec 

Outworkers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

served 

-tions 

In  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole- 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  Section 
133(1) (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(6) 

(?) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making , etc , 

cleaning  and 
washing  , 

4 

Household  Linen 

1 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Lampshades 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 


II 


